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/// PREMISE
Departing from the increasing contemporary 
necessity to address issues of urban marginality, 
structural violence and community 
disfranchisement, we are interested in exploring 
the possibilities urban designers & researchers 
possess to generate positive change in contexts of 
scarcity.
The studio will depart from the COVID 19 
pandemic as a stage for experimentation, surfacing 
the idea of infrastructure not necessarily as a 
more-than-human (one-time) solution, but a 
transitional set of strategies that would allow for 
the re-imagination of Indian urbanity. Frugal 
tactics of space manifested through small-scaled 
urban devices that can plug into existing 
infrastructural systems: transportable and 
dismountable objects, capable of accommodating 
diverse productive activities. 
The structure of the studio will fluctuate between 
lectures and discussions on the theories of 
infrastructure and design activism, to practical 
developments of infrastructures. A 
design-research inquest materialized in the form of 
implementation manuals (containing 
working drawings, operational models, on-ground 

strategies, market research, step-by-step 
construction processes, and its impact on the 
urban context). However, the overall 
methodological format is set within an inverse 
logic: the studio will begin with an exercise of 
design to eventually use it as a tool of research. 
This means that the ‘design outcome’ is used to 
evaluate, understand, and eventually transform a 
specific site, while it transforms itself through 
iterative cycles that ‘end’ as an implementation 
manual.
The object of design then, will be a transportable 
urban object that can accommodate diverse 
productive activities while addressing 
infrastructural lacking in the neighborhood: 
hence a
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>SHADING 
Frugal methods used 
to construct 
disassemblable 
structures to set-up 
spaces for commerce. 

>KHATLAS
Leight weight beds 
used as seating

A large part of Indian cities is 
structured around temporal 
landscapes of ‘laris’ or mobile 
carts for informal commerce, 
‘katlas’ or ‘light woven beds’ used 
as seats when kept outside in the 
public realm. It is these devices or 
objects along with the agency of 
people that produce space for a 

certain period that does not leave a 
trace of its presence and is easily 
replaceable by another kind of 
function in a matter of minutes. It 
is with this idea that the studio 
would like to bring forth the idea of 
urbanity as temporal, reversible, 
disassembleable, movable and so 
on.   

> LARIS
Mobile carts modified to 
suit the particularities of 
each vendor. 



But it is also a complex set of 
social, material, and 

technological processes that are 
in constant transformation by 

being a podium for the political 
power struggles and economic 
uncertainties that shape and 

polarize our cities. We are 
interested in the SOCIAL ROLE of 

infrastructure as a mediator 
between instances of citizenship, 
a mechanism of control, and an 
increasingly relevant focus for 

experimentation within climate 
change and social initiatives. 

Infrastructure in that way, is as a 
context-sensitive mechanism 

closely conditioned by the 
involvement and standpoint of its 

users. BY US.

INFRA
STRUCTURE

A set of systems that sustain 
the functioning of a city as 
inter-related networks, 
providing di�erent amenities 
in varying degrees.



A creative paradigm 
framed within the process 

of collaboration where 
-through di�erent sets of 

iterations- the final 
outcome capitalizes on the 

combined skills and 
knowledge of each 
contributor, while 

surfacing individual 
aptitudes and reaches. It is 
not only an enriching and 

productive technique 
(fundamental for urban 

designers) but also 
pedagogical approach to 

incentivise self-awareness 
and negotiating skills. 

Mid-semester table discussions on 
operational drawings done by the 

student  teams. Spring 2020
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SITE:
 Not necessarily a determined 

geographical area where a 
construction can take place -in 
purely pragmatical terms- but 

rather a convoluted set of 
relations, networks, and systems, 
which range from the ecological 

and climatic to the social and 
political. When we talk about a 

site, we talk about the embedded 
infrastructural conditions of a 

space, which need to be analysed 
in a sensible and nuanced manner 
taking into account that -as a web 
of relations- these are constantly 

changing and adapting to 
di�erent circumstances.  Narrative Cartography  of Panch Kuva 

gate by Hetanshu Pandya. Unit 
Occupied. Monsoon 2019
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Paldi bus stop
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Kankaria Lake

Chandola LakePirana (SWM)

Is a  transit camp that was set-up as a 
result of the displacement of many 
families due to infrastructural 
projects carried out in the city of 
Ahmedabad: a majority of them were 
displaced during the riverfront 
development project. As a result of 
this, the government housed the 
families in temporary camps like 
Ganesh Nagar before allocating them 
a house in an a�ordable housing 
scheme. This particular camp was 
set-up on  the southern part of the 
largest landfill of the city - Piranha- 
and is surrounded by the torrent 

electric plant and various 
industries. As a parcel of land, it  
was divided into plots of 3 x 4 
meters and then allocated to each 
family for them to build on 
themselves, therefore  one of the 
major problems faced by the 
people who are still awaiting their 
allocation is the non-provision of 
basic infrastructure such as water, 
sanitation, electricity and so on. 
Other than this, the surroundings 
pose a major health hazard to the 
people especially the children. 

proposed
space

GANESH
NAGAR



/// TRANIST KIT
As soon as India announced 
its coronavirus lockdown on 
the 24 March 2020, 
thousands of migrant 
workers left the major cities 
in the country to go back to 
their hometowns, which 
resulted in the biggest mass 
movement and displacement 
of people since the partition 
of India in 1948. 
Most of these workers make a 
living on daily wages, yet with 
a strict lockdown -wherein 
only essential services are 
permitted-  they are left with 
no money to pay rent or food, 

forcing them to make harsh decisions such as walking back to their villages. 
Now, the pandemic has brought to the forefront -in an explicit manner- the 
treatment this important group of people receive in our cities. 
Discrimination, late government relief schemes, and no means to voice 
their distress:  a systemic  mechanism of structural violence embedded in 
our  cities and governance processes. 
Be it the displacement of communities 
for the development of infrastructural 
projects, or the non-existent rights to 
housing after displacement. 

The proposition of this program is to 
look closely at the phenomenon of 
transit camps in our current scenario 
and propose a ‘Transit Kit’ : a set of 
parts that can be easily assembled  by 
displaced  families in need, through a 
DIY methodology in order to create a 
dignified temporary shelter.

> Outline economic and financial 
potentials of device within larger 
networks.
> Propose a light-weight device, which 
can be easily stored in available spaces. 
> Ideate di�erent planning mechanisms 
to set-up the larger system and 
community.
> Craft an expanded brief for 
usages/timings to optimize the device’s 
possibilities.
> Consider climatic conditions for 
comfortable spatial conditions in the 
urban realm.
> Ideate surfaces or elements for 
information display, which could 
eventually serve as platforms for 
participation.
> Devise spaces for gathering and 
setting of workshops, events, 
instructions and so on.  
> Outline the operational relation of 
device with existing infrastructural 
systems (electricity, water, parking, 
etc.).
> Closely collaborate with CFD and 
peers as a partnership of double 
retribution.

RS. 30,000 ~ 50,000

DESIGN GUIDELINES
AND OVERALL

REQUIREMENTS_

ESTIMATED BUDGET_

Therefore, students are invited to 
propose a constructive system that can 
be given to families or individuals that 
have been displaced due di�erent 
scenarios (be it the pandemic, 
infrastructural projects or natural 
disaster). 
This kit in that manner is a frugal set of 
parts that can uplift this temporary 
situation and provide a relief to the ones 
in distress. 

Image Source : Aljazeera

Image Source : CNN

Image Source : The Economic Times



/// SAHYOG LARI

> Outline economic and financial 
potentials of device within larger 
networks.
> Propose a light-weight device, which 
can be easily stored in available spaces. 
> Ideate di�erent planning mechanisms 
to set-up the larger system and 
community.
> Craft an expanded brief for 
usages/timings to optimize the device’s 
possibilities.
> Consider climatic conditions for 
comfortable spatial conditions in the 
urban realm.
> Ideate surfaces or elements for 
information display, which could 
eventually serve as platforms for 
participation.
> Devise spaces for gathering and 
setting of workshops, events, 
instructions and so on.  
> Outline the operational relation of 
device with existing infrastructural 
systems (electricity, water, parking, 
etc.).
> Closely collaborate with CFD and 
peers as a partnership of double 
retribution.

RS. 50,000 ~ 75,000

DESIGN GUIDELINES
AND OVERALL

REQUIREMENTS_

ESTIMATED BUDGET_

Students are invited to propose 
a set of light weight mobile 
infrastructures that could 
address in an immediate 
manner the necessities of the 
transit camp.
They will then pick one of the 
proposed mobile infrastructure 
to further be developed and 
understood as a network. 

A large percentage of the 
urban population in 
Indian cities live in 
self-made settlements 
due to a lack of state 
presence,  which should 
be o�ering adequate 
housing to vulnerable 
populations. 
These settlements often 
grow organically without 
the construction of 
formal infrastructural 
networks such as water, 
sanitation, electricity and 
so on. In this situation, 
these communities 
manufacture their own 
means of filling the gaps: 
additionally, due to the 
economic status of these 
populations accessing a 
nutritional meal is an 
added challenge, hence 
food security is one of the 
bigger problems that lead 
to health issues. 
However, within this 
context an interesting 
initiative was launched by 
Manav Sadhna -an NGO based in 
Ahmedabad-  called the ‘Hari Har ram 
food o�ering’ which consists of a 
modified pedal rickshaw that moves 
around the city, feeding approximately 
150 families at a cost of 15 INR per 
meal. 
The studio will address the challenge 
of vast infrastructural lackings, by 

Image Source : Chaal.Chaal.Agency

Image Source : Tutor of the Hari Har food distribution 
lari by Manav Sadhna

conceptualising a set of laris that 
could act as transitional structures 
of resource provision,  active until 
the state is capable of providing 
more permanent solutions. This set 
of laris, is thought out as  
compliment the transit camps 
conceptualised by the first program: 
‘Transit kits’. 
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Students will be introduced to 
the sites of intervention and 
their respective briefs. Then 
onwards, a competition 
format will be established 
wherein each group of two 
students will propose an 
appropriate design as a 
response to the given briefs. 
At the end of this module, two 
projects (one for each brief) 
would be selected to be 
further developed.

After the selection of 
the proposals by faculty 
members and 
community leaders, 
students will be 
reorganized in two 
groups that 
subsequently developed 
the required technical 
drawings, while 
elaborating operational 
models to facilitate 
construction with 
mockups and an 
extensive market 
survey. Additionally, 
students will exchang 
constantly within the 
groups to understand 
further design 
particularities.
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//// OVERALL 
STUDIO 

STRUCTURE

Students will be challenged 
with the di�erent sets of 
tasks entailed in the process 
of materialization: e�cient 
planning and coordination of 
agencies, material 
estimation, and redesign, 
finishing and so on.  This will 
push the students to 
investigate their 
propositions through a more 
empirical act of making. The 
output for this module will 
then be a chapter on 
construction - a subset to 
the implementation manual- 
that acts as a step by step 
guide to build the urban 
devices.  

Students are invited to 
now use the device as 
way to understand the 
larger system, 
processes of 
community 
engagement, 
on-ground 
implementation
strategies and 
speculate how it would 
have an impact on that 
system after a 
thorough 
understanding of it. 
The result will be a 
manual that 
demonstrates the 
entire project as 
process rather than a 
product.


